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REMINDER: If you would 

like to order fish for spring 

delivery without increased 

delivery charges, the 

deadline is May 1st. See 

the order form inside or 

call us at 1-877-309-8408 to 

place an order. Orders are 

on a first come, first served 

basis. Don’t wait until the 

last minute! 

 

NEW– Get your fish order 

in by April 1st and get your 

fish by Memorial Day! 

Invasive shrubs and forbs are rapidly dominating our landscape. These invasives crowd 
out desirable native species and dramatically change the ecology of the area.            
Characteristics such as rapid growth, dense canopy formation and rapid seed dispersal 
allow invasives gain a competitive advantage over native species. Some even release  
allelopathic or antifungal chemicals into the soil that which inhibit or disrupt native plant 
growth. Left unchecked, invasive shrubs will eventually crowd out our native trees by 
preventing regeneration. In Wisconsin, there are over 100 different invasive plant species 
that cover our forests, prairies and wetlands. Some of the more aggressive invaders    
include buckthorn, honey suckle, garlic mustard, multi-flora rose, reed canary grass and 
phragmites.  
 
Hunting success can be negatively impacted through invasive plants such as common 
buckthorn and garlic mustard. Both buckthorn and garlic mustard grow rapidly through-
out our forests, shading out desirable native trees and wildflowers. This produces less 
than desirable habitat for deer, turkeys and other wildlife and can limit natural food 
sources, such as acorns, in the area. With less habitat and food, game animals may seek 
out other areas for forage 
and cover. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Invasive plants, such as wild parsnip and Japanese barberry, can create health risks on 
your property. The chemicals in the sap of wild parsnip can cause burns, blisters and 
rashes in the presence of sunlight. In severe cases, these burns can require medical     
attention. Japanese barberry produces a favorable environment for ticks. Even though the 
plant itself is harmless, studies have shown the number of Lyme’s Disease-carrying ticks 
increases when Japanese barberry invades a forest. 

Getting the Most from Your Pond 
 

Water circulators are incredibly versatile and under-utilized tools for water management. They consist of a sealed 
submersible electric motor that spins a propeller – much like an electric trolling motor. The propeller is housed inside 
a metal cage for safety and to prevent damage to the unit. The circulators can be mounted vertically or horizontally. 
They can be mounted to docks, placed under a float or just tethered with ropes. 
 
Uses for water circulators: 

• Preventing floating weeds and algae from accumulating along beaches and boat slips. 

• Preventing winter fish kill and creating spawning habitat. 

• Preventing ice damage to docks. 

• Maintaining open water to extend waterfowl hunting 

• Aerating ponds 

• Preventing mosquito production 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kasco® Marine is the leading manufacturer of water circulators, and Cason & Associates is your local Kasco®           
distributer. We can help design and install a system fit your needs. For your do-it-yourselfers, we can ship it directly 
to you. Call Cason & Associates today for options and pricing.  
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Record setting heat, record setting cold, record-setting rainfall, hundred-year flood events occurring 
every year? While some people still debate the causes of climate change, there is no denying that our 
climate is changing. Are you prepared? 
 
2019 promises to be another year for record-setting floods. Increases in precipitation are enough of a  
problem, but they are exacerbated by ditching and draining of wetlands. We continue to lose wetlands 
at an alarming rate which leads to increases in the severity and frequency of floods. If you own some 
land, there are things you can do: 
 

1. The obvious one is to restore wetlands. This may be 
as simple as plugging a ditch, or it may involve 
dredging sediment from a damaged wetland.      
Wetlands and wetland plant communities act as 
sponge-like reservoirs that dramatically slow the 
movement of water across the landscape, thereby 
preventing or reducing flooding. 

 
 
2. Don’t have wetlands on your property? Upland prairies are 

the next best thing. Prairie plant communities have amazingly   
complex and deep root systems. These open up water      
channels in the soil which leads to percolation of water into 
the ground instead of flowing overland. The above-ground 
growth of prairie plants also acts as a filter that slows      
overland water movement. Do you have a portion of your 
property that could be converted to prairie? 

 
 
3. Constructing settling basins and ponds is another option for   

reducing flooding. Settling basins can protect fishing and   
swimming ponds from excessive sedimentation. Properly       
designed settling ponds can attract wildlife to your property 
as well. If you have steep ravines on your property,           
constructing settling basins may be a good option. 

 
 

Continued on page 4 

USDA 



 

Continued from page 3 

4 

 

 

 

4. Watercourses on your property may have suffered severe erosion 

in recent floods. Reshaping and re-directing damaged watercourses 

may be a beneficial option. This may need to be followed by     

installing rock rip-rap and/or native plants to prevent further      

erosion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. The wetland plant communities that are most effective in mitigating 

flood damage are healthy, native plant communities. Mono-typic stands 

of invasive plants are less resilient and less able to slow water movement.  

Controlling invasive plants and restoring native plants are important parts 

of wetland management. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cason & Associates can help you design a restoration project for your property. We can assist you with     

planning, permitting, construction, invasive plant management and planting as well. The best place to start is 

with an on-site assessment. Call to speak with one of our biologists about setting up a meeting today. 

 

While the impacts of work you do on your property may be relatively small, you will be setting an example for 

your friends and neighbors. When enough people take action, we can make a big difference in reducing the      

impacts flooding can cause. 
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Do you wish you had better fishing in your lake or pond? Do you wish you had bigger fish or more opportunities to 
catch fish? Do you wonder where the fish you stocked went, or why they aren’t getting any bigger? To answer     
questions about your fishery and to get the information needed to improve your fishery, it is necessary to conduct a 
fish survey. 
 
Cason & Associates offers basic and comprehensive fish surveys to lake groups, homeowner’s associations and      
private lake and pond owners. Data collected during a fish survey can be used to determine: 

 

 

 

 

We can assess the fishery in your lake or pond using either fyke nets or electrofishing, or both can be utilized in    
conjunction to offer a more comprehensive assessment of your fishery. Our fyke nets are trap nets which we can set at 
specific locations throughout the lake or pond. Our electrofishing boat is a custom-built boat which uses an onboard 
generator to produce electrical currents between positive and negative electrodes. When fish encounter the mild    
electrical filed, an involuntary muscular response, called taxis, causes fish to swim towards the electrodes where they 
become temporarily stunned. The fish are then collected with dip nets and sampled. Both of our sampling techniques 
cause little stress to fish and allow them to be released safely. Surveys typically occur in the spring or fall of the year. 
Electrofishing surveys can occur during the day or at night depending on depth and water clarity. Fish surveys also 
serve as a great educational experience! We welcome any family members and/or friends who wish to learn more 
about fish, their life history and see the fish we sample. 
 
Fishery surveys can be tailored to suit your needs and the unique characteristics of your lake or pond. Having accurate 
information is the only way to make good decisions regarding stocking and management of your waters and           
improving the quality of your fishery for years to come. 

Cason & Associates offers forestry mowing, herbicide application and native planting services to help control 
the spread of invasive brush and plants, and to restore native plant communities. Forestry mowing/mulching is a 
cost-effective way to remove and control invasive brush, small trees and plants without the hassle and tedious 
work of hand cutting, hauling and burning piles of cuttings. This technique also prevents soil erosion by not dis-
turbing the root structure of large native trees. After mowing, follow-up applications with selective herbicides 
prevent invasive brush or plants from re-sprouting. Native plantings help promote a healthy ecosystem and help 
keep invasives from re-taking the landscape. 
    
With our professional-grade tools and expertise, we will help you restore the native plant community on your 

property. Our forest and grassland management tools include a Kubota 75 HP track loader with a rotary cutter 
which can cut up to 4” diameter of woody brush, a Massey Fergusen tractor with a rough-cut mower which can 
handle weeds and brush up to 2” in diameter, a UTV equipped with a boom sprayer and a high-volume spot 

sprayer, as well as backpack sprayers and chainsaws for hard to access sites.  

Continued from page 1 

Before After 

• Species Composition 

• Age Composition 

• Size Structure 

• Growth Rates & Trends 

• Population Estimates 

• Mortality Rates 

Contact the fish management professionals at Cason & Associates to discuss scheduling a 

fish survey for your lake or pond! 
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