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REMINDER: If you would 

like to order fish for fall 

delivery without increased 

delivery charges, the 

deadline is October 1st. 

See the order form inside 

or call us at 1-877-309-

8408 to place an order. 

Orders are on a first come, 

first served basis. Don’t 

wait until the last minute! 

As temperatures begin to cool and daylight decreases, it is a sign “old man     
winter” is lurking around the corner. Even though winter is coming soon, it 
doesn’t mean you have to stop enjoying your pond. Winter can provide unique 
opportunities for activities and enjoyment. With a little preparation, you can     
ensure your pond is ready for this coming winter. 
 

Ice Fishing 
 

Ice fishing in Wisconsin is extremely popular. Ice fishing brings together family 
and friends in hopes of finding that “honey hole” of fish. Ice fishing on public 
lakes, however, can be crowded and physically exhausting without the proper 
gear. Why break a back in hauling your equipment to a crowded lake when you 
could easily ice fish your private honey hole in your backyard? A fishery in a  
private pond can be just as good, if not better, than some of our area lakes if  
managed properly. Yearly stocking of minnows and shiners provides your      
panfish and gamefish an adequate forage base to grow and spawn. The addition 
of deep and shallow water structure creates diverse habitat for all fish species to 
seek shelter and survive.  

 

Wildlife Viewing 
 

Despite the harsh conditions winter can bring us, your pond can still attract   
wildlife. Deer and other critters need to drink freshwater in order to survive. 
Keeping an area clear of ice near shore provides this opportunity wildlife need to 
survive. This can be done by placing a diffuser from your aeration system closer 
to shore or installing a Kasco® de-icer near shore. Both techniques disturb the 
water surface, which would allow ice to form if left undisturbed.  

Getting the Most Out of 

Your Frozen Tundra 

Skating, hockey, broomball and curling are a few of many winter sports that utilize ice. Many creative winter games 
found online, such as “Red Light, Green Light”, also utilize ice to be played on. Often than not, though, ice rinks are 
either overcrowded, not conveniently located, not equipped for or allow the sport or game you wish to participate in or 
charge a fee due to being privately owned. Your pond serves as a winter wonderland waiting to be enjoyed! A smooth 
ice surface can be achieved by shoveling the snow off the anticipated skating area and spraying the bare ice surface 
with water and letting it freeze. Water may have to be sprayed on the ice several times in order to achieve a glassy, 
smooth surface. 
 
As always, we highly recommend checking the ice conditions on your pond before partaking in any of these winter 
activities.  
 
Whether you enjoy being out on the ice to catch a Friday night fish fry or getting a group of friends together for a game 
of hockey, your pond can be the main attraction this winter. Call us today to see how we can help prepare your pond 
for a winter season of fun! 

Continued on page 6 
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“Headwaters are broadly defined as portions of a river basin that contribute to the development and maintenance of 
downstream navigable waters including rivers, lakes and oceans” (Colvin et al. 2019). Wetlands not part of floodplains, 
small stream tributaries with constant or intermittent flow, and tributaries or areas of the landscape with short-term 
flows that occur due to rain events are all included as headwaters. This drains about 70% of the land area and comprises 
nearly 79% of river length in the contiguous United States.  
 

Headwaters provide many different services that are essential to us, as well as the world we live in. Without them, life 
would not be the same. A few of the many services headwaters and wetlands provide include: 
 

 Deliver water, sediment and organic material downstream 

 Provide food, spawning and rearing habitat for fishes 
 Enhance flood protection and prevent soil erosion 
 Sustain aquifers and supply clean drinking water 

 Support recreational and commercial fisheries 
 Play a large role in nutrient cycling 
 Provide aquatic biodiversity  

 
 
Despite the vast amount of the country comprising headwaters and wetlands, they can easily be degraded or destroyed 
all together. Human activities such as channel modifications, water diversion, farming, urbanization, and poor land use 
practices all negatively impact headwaters and wetlands. With the record flooding we had this spring, it is easy to see 
the services headwaters and wetlands provide and what can happen when they are removed from the landscape. 
 
So, what can YOU do if you have these important resources on your property? Preserving and restoring them will not 
only benefit you but will benefit everyone around you for generations to come. This can be done by implementing    
projects such as native plantings, invasive species management, channel manipulation, shoreline stabilization and fish 
habitat improvements.  
 
With the knowledge, experience and equipment we have, we can help you design, restore and preserve the headwaters 
and wetlands on your property. For years, Cason & Associates has been helping landowners restore the resources on 
their land by assisting with planning, permitting, construction, planting and invasive plant management.  
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

   Colvin, S. et al. 2019. Headwater streams and wetlands are critical for sustaining fish, fisheries, and ecosystem services. American Fisheries Society 44:73-91. 

Call today to speak with one of our biologists about how we can help you preserve 
this fragile ecosystem on your property. 

The Importance of Headwater Streams and Wetlands Managing Cattails and Phragmites on Your Property 

The Nature Conservancy 

In an ever-changing world, new invasive plant species continue to be introduced throughout the landscape. These 
plants take advantage of disturbed areas and quickly crowd out native plant species. With over 60 different      
invasive plant species in Wisconsin, there are two that can be seen the most, whether you are driving on the     
interstate, or enjoying your pond in your backyard: cattails and phragmites.  
 
Hybrid cattails and phragmites create dense, monotypic stands by utilizing their quick growth capabilities. The 
ability to grow taller and create thick biomass allows cattails and phragmites to alter the habitat they inhabit and 
shield out desirable native plants. With the aggressive characteristics they possess, wetlands can be altered.    
Wetlands and ponds serve as our natural “sink” or “sponge”. During heavy rain events, runoff water flows into 
wetlands and ponds, carrying any contaminant (nutrients, sediment, biofuels, etc) it may come across. The       
disturbances wetlands face from contaminates can create great opportunities for cattails and/or phragmites to 
dominate the area. Even though cattails and phragmites can create some habitat for fish, amphibians and birds, it 
is very limited and not ideal. Native plants, such as common bur-reed and bulrushes, provide ideal nesting and 
spawning habitat for birds and fishes. 
 
Despite the aggressive nature hybrid cattails and phragmites possess, they can be managed. Cason & Associates 

has helped numerous of land and pond owners control the spread of these two invasive plant species. By using 
aquatic safe herbicides, removal of dead plant matter, and continued management practices, we have transformed 
ponds and wetlands inundated by cattails and phragmites to restored natural landscapes. Our cattail/phragmites 

management services include:  
 

 Herbicide Application 

 Cutting/Burning 
 Mulching 
 Continued Monitoring & Management 

 
Since we treat your property like it was ours, we want your property looking the best it can throughout the entire 
season. To prevent you from looking at dead plant matter during the summer, we typically treat at the end of 

summer, or beginning of fall before the plants die off for the year. Dead plant matter is then either cut and burned 
during the winter months when the pond has frozen over or mulched utilizing the rotary cutter on our mini       
excavator. To enhance breakdown of dead plant matter, applications of beneficial bacteria and enzymes can be 

conducted. This not only will aid in plant matter decomposition; it will also aid in nutrient management within 
the pond. In large infestations, treatment of re-growth with herbicides in spring may be warranted. 

If your pond or property is being over-run with cattails or phragmites, call the professionals at               

Cason & Associates to see how we can help you restore your natural landscape. 


